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Ohio women gather for state AAUW conference

and free program on women’s financial health
TIFFIN, Ohio (April 14, 2007) – Nearly 100 women from all over Ohio will gather in Tiffin April 20-21 for the annual state conference and convention of the American Association of University Women, which includes a free program on women’s financial health. 
Michele Wetherald, the national organization’s executive director who oversees activities of the 100,000-member organization, will kick off the conference at an 11:30 a.m. luncheon on Friday, April 20, at the Camden Falls and Hampton Inn complex in Tiffin, the site of all conference events. 

Next on the agenda is a program focusing on women’s financial health. The Tiffin branch of AAU will host the session, called “Financially Fit for Life,” from 1-5 p.m. It is free and open to the public. 

 “We want to help women find the tools they need to manage their money,” said Mathilda Navias, local coordinator for the event. “And the first step is to get women thinking and talking about how they use their money.” 

From 1-3 p.m., a panel of professionals will address a variety of financial topics. They include women's attitudes toward money, savings, insurance, changes in marital status, retirement, estate planning and options for developing an investment portfolio that is tied to women's needs.

Panelists will include Jo Casady, manager of Prudential Financial’s Texas region, Dena Bragg from the Merrill Lynch office in Sandusky, Katie Harper from the Ohio Treasurer of State's office, and Tiffin lawyer Anne M. Lange.
Participants can then choose from small group sessions on the topics of investing, financial planning, and a discussion of the book Money, a Memoir: Women, Emotions and Cash by Liz Perle.
The convention’s overall focus, according to keynote speaker Pam Thiel, Great Lakes regional director, is change within the organization.

“Organizations, to stay vital and functional, must adapt to changing environments by re-inventing themselves. We are at one of those pivotal points,” she said.

 The convention will also include a gala luncheon to celebrate AAUW’s 125th anniversary.  

Attendance is open to anyone interested in supporting women’s education and equity. For more information, contact Pat Buskirk at (419) 448-9829 or Jackie Fletcher at (419) 585-2075. Or visit the Ohio AAUW website at www.aauwoh.org/mevents.html.

# # #

AAUW: Because Equity is Still an Issue
AAUW is a national organization with branches in every state, including more than 50 branches in Ohio, which is in its 83rd year of operation. It promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education and positive societal change. For more information about AAUW/Ohio, visit www.aauwohio.org.
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