 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1This is skit #2 based on historical incidents during AAUW’s 125 years.

The first skit (or scene) had us listening in on a telephone conversation between Marion Talbot and Ellen Richards, discussing whether their first organization, the Association of Collegiate Alumnae, began with the first meeting in November, 1881, or the official formation in January of 1882.  Now thirty more years have passed.  Ellen passed away in 1911 at the age of 69.  Marion is still energetic at age 63.  This time she has invited Susan Kingsbury to join her and a few other women to plan the 40th anniversary celebration.  

(Staging notes:  They are dressed in period clothes, with hats.  They are seated near a small table covered with a cloth on which the tea service will be placed by the maid.)


Let’s Celebrate!






By Roberta Mohr

Marion:   Come in, Susan.  I’m so glad you could come for this important committee meeting.  We can get so much more done in person even though traveling costs more than the telephone.   I hope we will be able to come up with a really good way to celebrate 40 years of the ACA.

Susan: You mean AAUW!  

Marion: I’m so used to saying ACA that it just slipped out.  YES, the American Association of University Women.  We have really grown now that the Western Association of Collegiate Alumnae and the Southern Association have joined us in one organization!  

Susan: We should think about publishing a new directory.  The Census of College Women that was compiled in 1918 is so outdated with this merger.  

Marion: I remember the first time I saw the names and occupations of all the members of ACA in that issue.  It was a real morale booster to see all the ways our members were contributing to society.

Susan: And that book didn’t begin to cover all the things our members do in addition to their jobs.  These past few years during the war, our members have contributed greatly.

Marion:   We’ve worked for the Council of Defense.  We've organized War Savings Stamp campaigns and Food Conservation campaigns and Liberty Loan drives.

Susan: We can’t even begin to list all the things our branches have done in their own communities.  

Marion:   The one thing that ALL women can be proud of - not just our members -  is achieving the right to vote!

(Maid enters with tea service.)

Marion:  Mabel,  are you going to vote?

Mabel (looking flustered at being unexpectedly addressed)  I haven't thought about it, Madam.

Susan:  If you're worried about the voter's fee, Mabel, I'll pay it for you. 

Marion: Nonsense! (indignantly)  I'll pay for it myself.  Here, Mabel.  Now you be sure to vote tomorrow!  Someday we must get that fee removed.  Voting should be free!

Mabel:  Thank you ma'am.  (She leaves while Marion pours tea for Susan.)

Marion:  It really felt good to cast my vote last year for the first time.  But I feel sorry for all those women who worked so hard,  then died before Congress finally passed the amendment, including my dear friend, Ellen Talbot. 

Susan: The best thing we can do in their memory is make sure every woman votes in every election from now on.  

Marion: That may not be as easy as we think.  While our AAUW members think it’s long overdue, there are still some women out there who take orders from the men in their family and won’t touch a ballot box.

Susan: Well, let’s get back to the topic of celebrating AAUW’s 40th anniversary.  We should start with a proper inauguration of our new president, Ada Louise Comstock.  

Marion: I can’t believe Smith College let her serve a year as acting president and then denied her the position because she’s a woman!  She had already proved she was fit for the job!                  












Susan: Maybe someday AAUW will be able to fight sex discrimination.  We need to make sure woman achieve equality in ALL areas, not just at the polls.

Marion: It will take money.  And that’s one reason I voted for yearly dues of two dollars.  Twenty-five cents will be set aside for fellowship funds.

Susan: Up until now we’ve relied on contributions from our wealthier members for funding fellowships.  And I think we’ll still need to ask for donations.  There are so many women out there who need financial help to continue their educations.


Marion:    I’m so glad we were able to fund our first fellowship for Ida Street to attend graduate school.   I wonder how she’s doing.  We need to be sure to invite her to the anniversary celebration!

Susan: You mark my words.  One of the most important things our organization has done and will ever do is to give Marie Curie money to buy radium.  

Marion: $156,000!!!!  How did we ever come up with that much money?

Susan: Well, you know she said that whatever money she doesn’t use she’ll return.

Marion: I’ll believe that when it happens.  Scientific research is like pouring money down the drain.  Scientists always find two new questions to ask for everyone they answer.

Susan:      Well, I, for one, believe in what she’s doing.   

Marion: And I believe in what AAUW is doing.  Since we bought a building just two blocks from the White House I think we should plan to have the celebration there.  It might even get national media attention!

Susan: I wanted to tell you that I think the work you’ve done in Chicago deserves some recognition, too.  As dean of women at the University of Chicago and funding a resident at Jane Addams’ Hull House each year and working for labor reform, you have been a great example of what being a member of AAUW is all about!

Marion: Well, what about your participation in the study on “The Living Wage for College Women”?  That has certainly  helped improve employment standards for women on college campuses.

Susan: We’re ALL making important contributions in whatever way we feel led.  Let’s make sure the whole country knows AAUW is 40 years old this year!  Maybe we can have a membership drive!

Marion: There goes the doorbell.   I invited Lois Rosenberry and Edith Abbott to help us plan the celebration.  We have a lot of work to do!


The End

