Behind the Pay Gap




Median Usual Weekly Earnings of Full-Time Wage and Salary
Workers (25 Years and Older), Annual Averages in 2006 Dollars
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Source: AAUW analysis of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data.




Average Weekly Earnings of 1999-2000 Bachelor’s Degree
Recipients Employed in 2001, by Gender and Employment Status

$800 [

700
600
500
400
300
200

100

Full time Part time

* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.

Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion. Bold numbers indicate a significant gender difference (p < .05, 2-
tailed t-test).

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2000—2001 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.
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Hours Worked Per Week of 1999-2000 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients
Employed in 2001, by Gender
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* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion. Bold numbers indicate a significant gender difference (p < .05, 2-tailed t-test).
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2000-2001 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.



Gender Composition of Undergraduate Majors of 1999-2000
Bachelor’s Degree Recipients Employed Full-Time* in 2001

Education 79% 21%
Psychology — 0 22%
Health professions 73% 27%
Public affairs/social services 65% 35%
Humanities 61% 39%
Other 58% 42%
Biological sciences 58% 42%
Social science 53% 47%
Business and management 45% 55%
History 41% 59%
Mathematics and physical sciences 39% 61%
Engineering 18% 82%

- Female

- Male

* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion.
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2000-2001 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.
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Average Weekly Earnings of 1999-2000 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients
Employed Full-Time* in 2001, by Gender and Undergraduate Major
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* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion. Bold numbers indicate a significant gender difference (p < .05, 2-tailed t-test).
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2000-2001 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.
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Average Weekly Earnings of 1992-93 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients
Employed in 2003, by Gender and Employment Status
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* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion. Bold numbers indicate a significant gender difference (p < .05, 2-tailed t-test).
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.
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Average Weekly Earnings of 1999-2000 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients
Employed Full-Time* in 2001, by Gender and Occupation
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* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bchelor's degree completion.
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2000-2001 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.




Average Weekly Earnings of 1992-93 Bachelor’s Degree Recipients
Employed Full-Time* in 2003, by Gender and Occupation
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* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.




How much of the wage gap can be explained by

choices?
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* Includes respondents with multiple jobs regardless of hours worked; for these respondents, earnings are for the primary job.
Notes: Excludes graduates older than 35 at bachelor's degree completion.
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2003 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study.




AAUW Research Makes Headlines
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